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Easter Celebrations a hit at Elk Grove Congregational
Church, UCC!
Fifty Two adults and children
gathered together in our sanctuary
on April 5th to celebrate Easter
Sunday – commemorating the
resurrection of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ!
Special music was provided by
Alissa, Ely, Pamela, Roger and Vicki,
as well as Margaret and Susi playing
the organ and piano together! Allen
O’Brien brought the message and of
our church and in our community.

course many others participated. But
the real take away is that people are
noticing a new sense of joy and
enthusiasm that is renewing itself as a
hallmark of our worship experience. If
you missed that day, there’s another
Sunday right around the corner! Come
join in the love and praise!

Largest single gift in E.G. Food Bank Services history

At the same time we heard about
the Food Bank's needs for expansion
of services. Our church has long
been a supporter of the Food Bank,
and rather than “reinventing the
wheel”, this seemed the obvious
place to put this money to the best
possible use.











EGCCUCC gives $150,000 to Food Bank
Near the end of last year the Elk
Grove Congregational Church UCC
received a large financial gift to be
used for food ministry. We soon
realized we could not start our own
program that would do justice to the
spirit of the gift.

In this issue:

The Elk Grove Food Bank Services
began in 1974 and is the backbone of
food distribution in our area. 94% of
all donated dollars go directly to the
ongoing programs and services they
provide. The EGFBS started in a
church, and has continued its success
in large part due to the support of
churches like ours. Their letter of
thanks is shown on the right. Our
church was honored at their 11th
Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner
on April 21, where Dick and Mary
Lou Ober and Roger Tinsman and
Steven Hurley represented the
congregation.
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Rummage Sale
Success!
On April 18th we held a
Rummage Sale that brought
in $1,900 in 5 hours! We had
advertised in the Sac Bee, EG
Citizen and on Craig’s List.
Everyone involved worked so
incredibly hard that it is
difficult to even express the
thanks we feel!
Plus our friends from the
Marshallese
congregation
came and benefitted from
what was left over, as did
Goodwill Industries which
sent a huge truck to take
what was left. That way we
were blessed by the money,
and so many more are also
blessed by the gift of goods!

Bless
&
Release
Rev. James Kosko was dismissed on
February 8 by congregational vote,
but in accordance with his original
call, he has continued to live in the
parsonage with full benefits and pay
until May 9, 2015. A Bless and
Release service will be held on the
afternoon of Sunday, May 3, 2015
beginning with a worship service at
2:00 pm and a reception to follow. All
are invited to attend and bid farewell
to James and Mary, putting aside
differences and offering forgiveness
and reconciliation.

Moderator’s Corner
Roger Tinsman

Change is healthy. Change is good.
Change is normal. All living things
change, - or they die. Our church is no
exception to that. - No, we don’t
change the essential doctrines. They
are our foundation. Messing around
with the foundation doesn’t bring
change, it causes collapse. But just as
(Continued on Page 4)
churches that change the essentials
will collapse, a church that isn’t willing
to change on non-essentials will die.
The ability to change is like a muscle. It
grows stronger the more we use it.
When change is hard, the temptation
is to stop By
trying
to change
things. We
Mary
Kay Rose
must resist that temptation and lean
•Members
have
reconfirmed
into healthy and necessary changes,
pledges
in
the
amount
of $39,275
not away from them.

Council
Happenings

Volunteers
R-US
Here is a list of some of
the people who have been
volunteering this month.
This is in addition to any
regular
committee
obligations they have.
Accompanists:
G. and Susie O.

Margaret

Sanctuary and Fellowship
Hall Stewards: Rosemary
F. and Jim A. – we could
for April through December 2015. use more!
Rob Champion reported that the
offerings for Easter and the week
after were up substantially.
•It has been determined that an
underpayment of James Kosko’s
annuity and the subsequent
unearned interest come to $17,000.
The Council will send a letter asking
for designated donations to
discharge this obligation. If the
amount is not covered by
donations, we will need to look for
other options, so please give.
•A congregational meeting will be
held on 5/17/15 to discuss the
status of the annuity settlement.
•Enrollment in the preschool has
been lower than expected. The
owner, Julie Jenkins Sathe, has
asked for a decrease in her monthly
rent until October. The Council is
currently in negotiations with her
over this matter.
•An Interim Search Committee is
being formed. Members are
Beverly, Doris, George, Linda, Rick
and Roger.

Secretary: Barbara R.
Music: Alissa S., Ely S.,
Pamela W., Roger T., and
Vicki O.
Lawn: Loran H.
Rummage Sale: Jim &
Linda A., Lucy S., Judy &
Woody B., Roger T.,
Steven H., Tony C.,
Barbara R., Rick O., Mary
W., Michael, Winnie L.,
Rosemary F., Ely S., Vicki
O., and Dick O.
Thank you all! Sorry if
anyone was overlooked –
we
truly
appreciate
everyone!

Above, presentation of $150,000 gift to Elk Grove Food Bank Services.
Below, Rummage Sale extravaganza, Saturday, April 18!

Upcoming Events
Please mark your calendars for the following events.
Saturday, May 16th
All Church Breakfast and work morning
Sunday, May 17th
Potluck Fellowship and Congregational Meeting
th
Monday, May 18
Restaurant Fundraiser at The Habit.
th
Saturday, May 30
Oscar Llamera Memorial Service at 3 PM.

LOVE OF BIRDS
(A short story by our member, Wally Strasberg, 96 years young on May 8!
He was awarded Honorable Mention by Elk Grove Library for this writing!)

Jim had always been a bird person. It all started when he was about 14
years old and he received a BB gun for Christmas. The first day he went
to try it out, he aimed at a bird perched on the lower branch of a
nearby tree and pulled the trigger. The BB hit the bird and killed it.
It was a shock to Jim. He had not intended to hurt the bird and it was a
surprise to him to see it fall to the ground. Whatever use Jim made of
the gun thereafter, it had nothing to do with birds. Jim became
obsessed with birds, subscribed to bird publications, joined a bird
society, purchased a clock that, when it struck an hour, chimed the call
of the bird pictured.
He participated in annual bird counts. He constructed a simple bird
feeder in the back yard and was delighted when a hummingbird couple
occupied it, mated, and produced several offspring. He encouraged
them to stay by providing them with liquid food (sugar water).
He became alarmed when the annual bird count fell, thinking that
some birds might become so few that they threatened to meet the fate
of the passenger pigeon and become extinct. He checked bird statistics
and was concerned when he learned that some birds died by becoming
sucked into a plane’s intake as the plane left the ground. He was
further alarmed when he read of the many birds dying by hitting high
tension wires and even by flying into closed windows of a house.
He did everything he could to increase the bird population, even to
buying bird feeders for neighbors. His obsession continued so it was no
surprise to his heirs when, upon his death at age 95, his will arranged
that a large portion of his estate was to be devoted to establishing a
society devoted to bird welfare.

Moderator’s Corner
Contd.
churches that change the
essentials will collapse, a church
that isn’t willing to change on
non-essentials will die.
One of the things we need to
keep in mind is that the ability to
change is like a muscle. It grows
stronger the more we use it.
When change is hard, we’re
tempted to stop trying to change
things. But we must resist that
temptation and lean into
healthy and necessary changes,
not away from them. Otherwise
we will get flabby.
We’ve seen a lot of change in
our small congregation over the
past months, and we can expect
to see more as life goes on. Let’s
embrace it, evaluating whether
it works better than the old
ways, and continue growing in
our devotion to Christ.

Kudos to: Sajan
Badhan, Life Scout,
Elk Grove Troop 288
Accomplishment: Acquired six park
benches, six patio umbrellas, six
umbrella bases and five concrete
pads for Jessie Baker Elementary
School, Elk Grove
Details: Badhan raised money and
material
donations
for
the
additions to the school. The project
cost $7,500. He thanked Elk Grove
Rotary, Sacramento Optimist and
Sacramento-Sutterville
Optimist
clubs and Hanford Ready Mix. He
also expressed appreciation to
Eagle
Project
Coach-Assistant
Scoutmaster Michael Hatcher.
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