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What if there was no “inn?” 
 

It’s a story you’ve likely heard before, perhaps even 

reenacted with porcelain nativity scenes, or in a church 

play: having no room at the local inn, Mary gives birth to 

Jesus in a stable. 

 

But, fun fact!, there probably was no inn. 

 

I know, I know… it’s a little shocking at first, but you’ll be 

alright. 

 

The only Gospels to recount Jesus’ birth are Matthew and 

Luke, and only Luke mentions the inn/manger story.  

 

Specifically, Luke 1:7 says that Jesus was placed in a 

feeding trough because there was no room in the (Greek 

word warning) “kataluma.”  

 

This word has a range of meaning, like many words in the 

New Testament, and it can mean anything from an 

established inn to a guestroom. The only other time it shows 

up in Luke, however, is in reference to the upper room 

where Jesus ate with his disciples.  

 

Although “kataluma” could mean “inn,” the author of Luke 

uses another word for “inn” later in the Gospel; the Good 

Samaritan (Luke 10:34) rents a room from an innkeeper at a 

place Luke calls the “pandochein” (the inn).  

 

So, to review, Luke uses the same word to describe a place 

with no room for Jesus and the upper room later in the story, 

but uses a different word to describe what we know is an inn 

during one of Jesus’ parables.  

 

Therefore, “no room in the kataluma” for Jesus likely means 

“no room in the upper room.”   

 

[Continued on page 5] 

Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee 
to Judea, to the city of David 
called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 
He went to be registered 
with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While 
they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her 
child. And she gave birth to 
her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 

Luke 2:4-7 

Allen O’Brien, Director of Ministries 



Page 2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
 

This year’s Christmas Eve service at 7 pm, will take its theme from our Past, 

our Present, and our Future. Our church began as a German speaking 

group of farmer families, so as we give thanks for our past, Jim Knapp will 

read the Lord’s Prayer in German.  

 

As we celebrate our present with a more diverse congregation, George 

Baladjay will read the Lord’s Prayer in Cebuano, we’ll have a drama, and 

we will sing all our favorite carols!  

 

To celebrate our future, we will focus on the children in our midst. They will 

teach us a scripture in American Sign Language, sing us a song and share 

their lesson video with us. We’ll wrap it up with a candlelight ceremony. 

There will be something for everyone, so be sure to join us, and invite friends!  

 

Coffee, cookies, and hot chocolate will be available BEFORE the service in 

the Fellowship Hall, so come by 6:30 and enjoy the fellowship. 
 

YOUTH SYMPHONY CONCERT  
 

On Sunday, Dec. 20, at 5 pm in our Fellowship Hall, the Stonelake Youth Symphony and Ars 

Musica present their Annual Holiday.  
 

Ars Musica is the umbrella group that rents our facility and offers the lessons to the youth in 

their Stonelake Symphony and is directed by Fredric Umar. Allen O’Brien will offer a 

welcome to all who attend.  
 

There is no cost, though donations are gladly accepted.  
 

Ars Musica has been a wonderful benefit to our church in the time they have been with us, 

and are committed to offering us help and service. They are painting the upstairs hallway. 

They have washed walls in the Fellowship Hall, and were responsible for the connection 

that made it possible for us to upgrade the heater and add AC in the Fellowship Hall this 

year.  
 

Come enjoy the beautiful music they offer, and bring friends who love music. 
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NEW ADVENT BANNERS 
 

Advent this year saw a new design to the paraments and banners in the 

Sanctuary. Judy Bello sewed and modified felt banners that Roger designed 

and that he and Steven made. Blue or purple are the liturgical  

color of the Advent period, and candles are lit each week to remind us of the 

hope, peace, joy and love that come  

with the birth of Jesus.  

 

Evergreens remind us of God’s never fading  

love and care, and we anticipate not only  

our God revealed as a baby in a manger,  

but also the time when he will come again.  

 

The Deacons wish to thank all who helped!  

PARTING WAYS 
 
As 2015 draws to a close, we are saying a 

fond farewell to Caring Connection 

Preschool, and to Troop 288 of the Boy 

Scouts.  

 

The Preschool was with us for a year, and 

made a valiant effort to build up its 

enrollment, but in the end it was not able to 

make its goals here in Elk Grove. We wish Julie 

and her staff all the best as they move on to 

focus on their other two campuses. 

 

The Boy Scouts are weighing invitations from 

other groups who wish to host their meetings, 

and they will be moving from our facility this 

January. We wish them Godspeed, and 

believe that they will prosper with a new 

sense of vitality in new surroundings. 

Notes from the Council 
 
The contract for Alan O’Brien has been 

extended through 2016 and his hours have 

been increased to 30 hours/week. 

 

The church council has approved the budget 

for 2016.  Many thanks to all who helped 

make this budget a balanced one. 

 

The O’Brien’s have moved into the 

parsonage. 

 

New officers to the Council have been 

elected at the last congregational meeting. 

Complete lists are available in the office.  

 

A custodial service has been hired to clean 

the Fellowship Hall each week early Sunday 

morning.  

 

The SMUD loan has been paid off in full! 

Thanks to all who give.  

 

Our church council meets on the 2nd Tuesday 

of each month at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall.  

All are welcome to attend. 
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Wow!  It’s Advent already again.  Actually, it doesn’t feel like all that short time since last 

Advent.  This has been a very long year.  Anyway, here we are in Advent again.  What 

does that mean?  Well, Advent refers to the beginning or arrival of something. 

 

For one thing, it is the beginning of the Christian year.  That’s good.  I, for one, am ready for 

a new year.  I used to startle people in my churches by saying “Happy New Year” on the 

first Sunday of Advent.  Startle them, that is, until they got used to my quirkiness.   

For another thing, Advent is a time of waiting for the celebration of the arrival in the world 

of God-in-Christ.  When I was a child, I didn’t know about Advent.  I wasn’t in churches 

that observed Advent.   

 

As soon as Thanksgiving was over, I knew Christmas was coming and I could hardly wait.  

“May I open just one present early?” was my annual plea.  Now I appreciate Advent—a 

period of waiting—as a time to be observed in its own right. 

 

But it’s not just about waiting.  It’s also about anticipating that arrival.  We know it’s 

coming.  It comes every year.  But it’s more than that.  Even in ancient times—before it 

happened—it was anticipated.  They knew it was coming; they just didn’t know when.  It’s 

not wishful thinking.  There are many things I might wish for that I don’t really expect to 

happen.   

 

During Advent I anticipate—I expect—a rebirth of the Spirit of Christ in the world, in the 

hearts of people.  Advent isn’t about wishing.  It’s about faith.  Not faith in the future.  Not 

faith in the natural progression of things.  Faith in God.   

 

Do you know what else I am anticipating in this Advent season?  A rebirth in our church.  

The beginning of a new day in our church.  After months of looking back and lamenting 

what has happened among us and to us, I am now looking ahead with hope and faith in 

God, who creates new beginnings and ushers in new days and new eras. 

 

A new day is coming.  I don’t know what it will look like, but I anticipate it with hope and 

faith.  Happy new year, everybody. 

Moderator’s Corner   By Dick Ober, Co-Moderator 

FOCUS ON COMPASSION FUND 
 

November and December have seen a renewed focus on replenishing our Compassion Fund. It is intended 

for people who come to us (members or not) with dire financial needs. We can never meet all the needs we 

are aware of, but with a more robust fund our efforts can reach farther, and touch more lives.  
 

Individuals have donated generously this month, and Barbara Russell organized a raffle for two brand new 

Kindle Fire Tablets. After selling over $300 worth of tickets, Mary Wenger and Beverly Withington’s son in law 

J.C. were the lucky winners of the Kindles. Congratulations, you two! And thanks to Barbara for organizing the 

event.  
 

We want to thank everyone who gave - over and above their regular giving - as a result of the raffle! It has 

had a great impact and is very much appreciated! 
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[Inn continued.]   

What seals the deal, however, is the fact that  

the Gospel story tells of Joseph returning to his  

hometown, the place his family descended  

from, which is likely filled with his relatives.  
 

So, if it turns out there was indeed no “inn” in our  

nativity story, it might go something like this: 

Knowing they would need to visit his  

hometown for the census, Joseph and  

Mary left for Bethlehem early, because  

she was expecting. They set up for a  

month in advance at a family home, surrounded by a growing number of friends and 

family as the census approached, turning the house into a crowded and noisy place. 

Guests and relatives filled the upper room, so Mary’s midwives cleared out a space 

on the much warmer bottom floor, which was occupied by the family’s animals 

during cold weather... and presto! The Messiah finds himself in a manger. 

 

That’s one way it could have happened. On the other hand, Joseph’s family might have 

refused to take them in because they conceived before they were married, but Joseph’s 

decision not to send Mary away (Matt 1) probably made their arrangement less than 

scandalous. 
 

This is what all of this is about.  If Jesus wasn’t born in a barn, rejected by an innkeeper, and 

rejected by his in-town family, then the story is less scandalous and maybe a touch less 

exciting.  I myself have focused on the scandal of the birth narrative more than most, but 

perhaps this alternative telling makes for a more relatable story than the one we’ve come 

to know? 
 

After all, the good news of the Nativity is that God and humanity (regular, ole, too-much-

family-for-the-holidays kind of humanity) are united in the infant Jesus. When Jesus showed 

up to a crowded house as one among several relatives, he sanctified all of them (and all of 

us), because in him, God became one of the many. 
 

And, inn or no inn, that will always be exciting. 
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Dec. 20, 5 pm - Youth Orchestra Concert in our Fellowship Hall 

Dec. 24, 7 pm - Christmas Eve Service 

Jan. 9 - Memorial Service for Wally Strassenburg 

Jan. 17 - Annual Congregational Meeting (after service) 

 

Mark Your Calendar 
 

“No matter who you are,  
or where you are on life's journey,  

you are welcome here!” 

http://www.elkgroveucc.org/
mailto:egccucc@yahoo.com

