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I get excited about space. 
Something about the vastness of 
our universe speaks to me; the 
relatively untouchable and 
unattainable suspended in my field 
of vision which is at once so 
concrete and real, yet so foreign to 
everything that I experience. I often 
stand in my backyard and focus on 
individual stars, wondering if 
anything in their solar systems is 
staring back at me. 
So it came as no surprise to those 
who know me when New Horizon’s 
Pluto flyby marked the highpoint of 
my month. You might have even 
noticed some of that excitement in 
church as it inspired our liturgy: 
“The world is complex and complex 
worlds abound; each as unique as 
the last. Stars give birth to stars and 
gather together in galaxies in this 
vast, intricate universe.” 
On July 14, NASA completed a ten 
year mission to photograph the 
surface of a planet we knew next to 
nothing about. Kids like me grew up 
singing familiar songs about the 
order of the planets, the last of 
which was Pluto. In the 60’s, 70’s 
and 80’s we acquired close-up 
images for each of these planets, 
but had little more than a name for 
that final pinpoint of light. Just 
weeks ago, that finally changed. 

 

witnesses of cosmic history. 
Like the stars that seem so familiar, 
yet remain strange to us, we worship 
their Creator who is simultaneously 
tangible and transcendent, familiar 
and foreign: intimate, yet totally 
"other. It is in this tension between 
knowing and not knowing that we 
experience God and through 
exploration that we come to know 
God and God’s universe in more 
articulate ways. 
 

My prayer at this historic moment is 
for God to give us the energy and 
resolve to keep exploring, to keep 
experiencing, for us to meet mystery 
with a sense of wonder instead of 
ambivalence or fear, and for each 
new discovery to draw us into a 
greater, more intimate communion 
with Creator and creation, that we 
might know the grand other in both 
spirit and truth. 
 
Amen 

As our images become clearer, we 
gain better access to and more 
information about our planetary 
neighbors. We are reminded in 
greater detail that we are not the 
only existing world; complex worlds 
abound in our universe, indeed.  
Discoveries have led some scientists 
to claim that stars without planets 
are exceptions, not the rule. So it 
stands to reason that there are more 
planets in our galaxy than visible 
stars in our sky. Those same 
scientists claim that our Sun is a 
second generation star, likely formed 
after the birth and death of another 
star with its own system long ago. 
 
In any case, the universe is far bigger 
and older than our world (and 
certainly bigger than us!). When we 
look into the night sky, we 
participate in that "bigger" and act as  
 
Like the stars that seem so familiar, 
yet remain strange to us, we worship 
their Creator who is simultaneously 
tangible and transcendent, familiar 
and foreign: intimate, yet totally 
"other."starry host one by one 
 and calls forth each of them by 
name.  
–Isaiah 40:26 
My prayer in the midst of this historic 
moment is for the energy and resolve 
to keep exploring. To keep 
experiencing. To meet mystery with a 
sense of wonder instead of 
trepidation and fear. For each new 
discovery to draw us into a greater 



 



Elk Grove Congregational 
Church was one of two 

churches from Elk Grove that 
participated in the Pride 

Parade of Sacramento at the 
beginning of June!  We walked 

with our church banner to 
cheers from the crowd! It was a 

great time! 


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Members donated all the 
new fixtures to remodel the 
restroom at the end of the 
hall, and Jim and Rick slaved 
over the more difficult than 
expected installation!  Thank 
you, guys – it looks fantastic! 

This summer’s Pool Party and 
Picnic was on Saturday, June 
27th from 1 - 6 PM, at the home 
of Bev Withington and Deb and 
J.C. Williams. There was plenty 
of fun and games, water and 
shade to make for a wonderful 
time with giddy children and 
great conversation for the 
adults. Having a certified 
lifeguard took some of the 
pressure off, too! 

Church Pool Party 
& Picnic Fun 

Sacramento River Cats 
Faith and Family Night 

Sold Out 
 
Twenty friends and 
neighbors, members, kids, 
and grandkids, all got tickets 
with us to see a Sacramento 
River cats game at a great 
price on July 30th. We had a 
block of 20 seats together so 
we could enjoy the 
fellowship of our church 
family. Before the game 
there was a Christian band 
performing and after the 
game was a fireworks show!  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

      
 

 
  

EGCC Does the N.C.N.C. Annual Gathering 
By Dick Ober, based on his sermon delivered on Pentecost Sunday 

THE GARDEN PRODUCES! – Steven, Roger, Wendy and Noel are pictured here 

at Green Acres Nursery where they bought vegetables for our Garden Planter boxes that 
Marty Fisk built. Crops have begun producing, and we have had Zucchini, Peppers, tons of 
Basil and a few tomatoes, with the promise of much, much more to share.  

Pastors, ministers, and laypeople from UCC 
churches around Northern California and 
Nevada Conference came together in June 
for their Annual Gathering. Elk Grove 
Congregational sent four of our own 
members, Dick, Mary Lou, Vicky, and Allen, 
to connect with other churches, serve as 
voting delegates, worship, and represent 
our church to the denomination. 
. 
 

They checked in on Thursday at the beautiful Sonoma State University campus in Rohnert 
Park, and began the weekend with an ecumenical worship service. The following days were 
filled with similar services, keynote speeches, and informative breakout sessions. The 
theme of the weekend was “impact” and was based upon Jesus’ prayer for his followers in 
John 17. The new president of the Pacific School of Religion, David Vasquez-Levy, spoke 
about the complexities of immigration in our world today and things we can do to embrace 
new ways of thinking that honor the individuals and communities impacted by the 
“issues.” Breakout sessions featured everything from conversations on racial reconciliation, 
Israel-Palestine relations, and environmental concerns to safer church policies and 
interfaith Zen.  
 
The conference as a whole voted on several items and proposals. Delegates voted in favor 
of designating the NCNC as a Jubilee USA Conference in an effort to combat the realities of 
crippling international and domestic debt, which binds people in unredeemable poverty. In 
addition to proposals, the conference welcomed newly elected and appointed officers, 
including Diane Weible, our new Conference Minister. 



  

“Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

Matt 10:39 
What is generosity?  Is it just giving money? I don’t think so. Generous behaviors include financial giving, but are 
so much more… like volunteering, doing for others, giving time, attention, and emotional energy, as well as being 
hospitable, loving and helpful. A pretty tall order, but all these are a part of generosity.  
 
It’s this wide range of generosity that actually brings us greater personal happiness! It increases physical health, a 
sense of purpose to life, avoidance of depression, and personal growth. Generosity leads to well-being, not the 
other way around! One can reinforce the other, but generous living is what shapes positive well-being outcomes. 
How?  
 

1. Generosity fosters positive emotions. These promote happiness and health.  
2. Generosity triggers the chemical systems in our brains. They reduce stress and suppress pain. 
3. Generosity promotes our sense of personal power and self-reliance. 
4. Generosity provides us with a positive, meaningful place in society. 
5. Generosity reduces our tendency to be self-absorbed. 
6. Generosity reinforces our view of abundance and blessing. 
7. Generosity expands our social networks and relationships. 
8. Generosity expands our intellectual and emotional horizons by exposing us to the needs of others.  

 
Practice Makes Perfect 
 
Interestingly, one-time extremely generous acts do not produce the specific positive outcomes associated with 
other forms of generosity. It is the ongoing and repeated patterns of action that do that. Generosity is a spiritual 
tool that God uses to shape our hearts. By giving we receive! This is good news! Biblical generosity invites us to 
step beyond consumerism and self-gratification into a way of life that brings forth true abundance. Abundance to 
us as we give. Not just money and things, but a sense of meaning, purpose and well-being. 
 
This month we took a special offering for the Compassion Fund here at the church. With it we were able to 
immediately help a family in our midst that needed rent money. It may seem like a small thing. But to the family 
who received it, that generosity makes a world of difference. And yet we are the ones who benefit from the 
giving!  What a great God we have who can doubly bless whatever love we show. 

Moderator’s Corner 
By Roger Tinsman, Co-Moderator 

Christmas in July 
 

The month of July, 2015 was named Christmas in July by 
the Stewardship Committee to get a jump on the holidays! 
We asked for special “over and above” Christmas gifts to 
help with the expenses needed to fix up the Parsonage. 
Thanks to your generosity, we took in over $900 and hung 
the envelopes on the Christmas Wreath in the Fellowship 
Hall to honor those who gave. If you haven’t had a chance 
to see the improvements, just ask Jim A. to show you 
around! Many thanks to all who gave early Christmas gifts, 
and to all who have worked so hard fixing up the 
Parsonage. 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 ELK GROVE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
9624 Melrose Avenue, Elk Grove, CA  95624 

www.elkgroveucc.org 

Office phone: (916) 685-4825 and e-mail: egccucc@yahoo.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a .m. – Noon, Tuesday-Thursay (please call ahead, just in case) 

http://www.elkgroveucc.org/
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