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Allen O’Brien brought a proposal to 
the Council, based on requests he 
has been receiving from church 
members, that he be more active I 
the life of the church other than just 
preaching on Sundays while he is a 
Member in Discernment. Rob 
Champion and Roger Tinsman met 
with Allen at the direction of the 
Council to clarify how such a plan 
might work.   
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He will be responsible for weekly preaching, and 
general oversight of the Sunday worship service, 
including customizing liturgy, arranging 
children’s moment, and supporting the lectors 
and musicians. He will hold regularly posted 
office hours open to church members and 
friends, as well as to the public. Those hours will 
consist of sermon preparation time, member 
visitations (based on the input, prioritization and 
help of the Deacons), telephoning members and 
new visitors, counseling, and planning upcoming 
church events. 
In the meanwhile the Trustees have a chance to 
work on fixing up the parsonage, which has been 
needed for some time, and the congregation will 
be able to gain its financial footing. An Interim 
Committee has begun to meet to explore the 
normative solutions the UCC offers, but from the 
standpoint of the life of our church we believe 
that it is a win-win situation for both the church 
and for Allen. 

They developed a job description for a 
new position called “Director of 
Ministries”. It is a paid part-time 
position that will not interfere with his 
goal of ordination, but offer stability 
to us during this transitional time. It is 
not an official Interim Pastor position, 
and he and Vicki will not live in the 
Parsonage, but he will work a 20 hour 
weekly schedule starting July 1, 2015. 
 
 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      

 

Moderator’s Corner 
By Dick Ober, based on his sermon delivered on Pentecost Sunday 

Saturday, June 27th 
from 1 - 6 PM 

8930 Park Trail Drive, the 
home of 

Bev Withington and 
Deb and J.C. Williams 

 
A Certified Life Guard 

will be on duty! 
 

Hot Dogs & Buns are being 
provided 

 
Please Bring: 

An Appetizer or Side Dish 
to Share 

and your own drinks 
(Adult beverages are ok, 
but NO glass bottles by 

the pool) 
 

RSVP Required 
 

$5 per Adult to cover the 
Life Guard 

Children are Free! 
 

There is plenty of shade 
and conversation for those 
who don’t want to swim!) 

Church 
Pool Party 

& Picnic 

The book of Acts is the story of how the church began.  Luke quotes the final 
words of Jesus in chapter 1, vs. 8:  “When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you 
will be filled with power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” So chapter 2 tells about that 
starting to happen:  the coming of the Holy Spirit upon them, the filling with 
power, and the witnessing in Jerusalem.  We read that, up through the 
beginning of Peter’s message. Chapter 2 goes on to give the rest of Peter’s 
message, and reports the response of the crowds:  about 3,000 were baptized 
and. became a part of the fellowship of believers that day.  What a dramatic 
beginning!  But it is only the beginning. 

On through chapter 7 we continue to read of the growing witness in 
Jerusalem, and the growing church.  There is preaching with boldness in public 
places.  There are healings and other miracles taking place.  There is the 
beginning of some form of organization. As the church grows, and as the 
witness grows, the resistance also grows, and persecutions begin.  Stephen 
becomes the first Christian martyr.  Men and women are thrown in prison. 

So the church moves into its second phase as the witness expands into 
Judea and Samaria starting in chapter 8.  The church expands into new 
territories, not because of a burning desire to reach more people, but because 
the Christians have to get out of Jerusalem.  They are running for their lives. 

But as they go, they can’t help telling everyone they see about Jesus 
Christ.  It’s just the biggest thing in their lives.  It’s the biggest thing that has 
ever happened to them.  It’s the biggest thing in the world!  How do you keep 
something like that to yourself?  Some of them in their enthusiasm even begin 
to tell some Gentiles about the Christ.  Even Peter went and preached to some 
Gentiles, and baptized them.  God had to practically reach down and hit him 
with a brick to get him to understand that was what he was supposed to do, but 
Peter did get the message. He later slid back into a more conservative position 
of anti-Gentilism, but at least once he went out and preached to, and baptized, 
some Gentiles, and most importantly, understood, at least for a while, that that 
was what God wanted him to do. 

But it remained for those who could sustain a more liberal stance to 
carry the church into the third phase of work—to be witnesses to the ends of 
the earth. So beginning in chapter 13, and on to the end of the book, we read 
about the adventures of Paul as an apostle.  Not just an apostle, but the apostle 
to the Gentiles. 

Paul goes forth into the Gentile world, carrying the Gospel to Gentile 
cities.  As chapter unfolds upon chapter, we see the church spreading out across 
Asia Minor, sweeping across the Roman Empire.  Not without difficulties, not 
without persecutions from the outside, not without fighting between different 
factions inside the church, but none-the-less moving out, moving on, reaching 
toward the ends of the earth, “Marching through history with banners flying,” 
as C. S. Lewis put it in his book, Screwtape Letters. 

And where does the story end?  It doesn’t.  The book of Acts doesn’t 
end.  That is, it doesn’t come to a climax or a conclusion.  It just sort of stops.  
The story keeps moving along and moving along, and all of a sudden there 
aren’t any more words on the page.  The story isn’t over.  In fact it breaks off 
right in the middle of a very exciting episode.  It just kind of leaves you hanging 
there wondering what’s going to happen next.  Where do we go from here? 

Let’s look at it.  Back in chapter 21, Paul is arrested in Jerusalem.  
There are all kinds of intrigue as certain people try to maneuver 
to put Paul to death.  He is forced to defend himself before first 



 

  
Upcoming Events 

Please mark your calendars for the following events. 
Tuesday, June 16th 

Saturday, June 20th  
Restaurant fundraiser at El Jardin 
All Church Breakfast and Work Morning 

Saturday, June 27th  
 

Pool Party and Picnic - 1 to 6 pm  

  

  

 

The Rummage Sale raised $1741.89 after 
paying for ads in the Sacramento Bee and 
the Elk Grove Citizen. Some nicer items that 
were not sold on the day of the sale have 
since been sold with the assistance of Jim A. 
who sold items on Craigslist bringing in 
additional funds of approximately $450. 

Rummage Sale Recap 
Sacramento River Cats Faith and 

Family Night Friday, July 31st at 7PM 

 
Bring the kids, the grandkids, friends and 
neighbors to come to a game at a great price. 
We have a block of 20 seats so that we will all 
sit together and enjoy the fellowship of your 
church family. Before the game there is a 
Christian band performing and after the game 
is a fireworks show! Ticket price is $16.00 per 
person. We’re in section 122 on the 3rd 
baseline – shaded in the late afternoon. These 
tickets are available on a first come basis, but 
you must pay in full to reserve your seats. 



  

Let’s look at it.  Back in chapter 21, Paul is arrested in Jerusalem.  There are all kinds of intrigue as certain 
people try to maneuver to put Paul to death.  He is forced to defend himself before first one ruler then another, 
in Jerusalem and then in Caesarea. Forces are closing in on him from different directions.  Finally realizing the 
desperate situation he is in, he pulls rank on his accusers, declares his Roman citizenship and appeals to Caesar. 
That means he must be sent to Rome for his case to be tried. That will be a safe distance from those who are 
trying to kill him stealthily.  But it also means it will be a long time before he will walk as a free man again. 

On the way to Rome as a prisoner, there is a storm at sea and a shipwreck.  They all barely escape with 
their lives.  Finally he arrives in Rome, where he is not put in jail, but held prisoner in his own rented home, 
under constant guard while he awaits trial.  He is allowed to receive visitors. So he can preach to those who come 
to him, as well as send out letters to his friends in faraway churches. 

Among those who come to visit him are some local Jewish leaders.  Paul wants to explain to them why he 
is there in Rome and in chains.  As he tells them about Christ they become so infuriated they leave in anger. So 
here he is in Rome, having escaped intrigue in Jerusalem and Caesarea; having survived shipwreck on the 
Mediterranean; now under arrest in his own home awaiting trial by the Romans, and with the Jewish authorities 
so mad at him they can’t see straight.  He endures this for two years.  And do you know what happens next? 

The story stops.  That’s it.  Right there in the middle of everything we are left hanging… 
Come on, Luke, there must be another chapter to be written.  Yes…of course there is another chapter to 

be written.  That is the nature of the story of the church:  there is always another chapter to be written!  God 
have mercy on us if we ever think we are writing the final chapter in the story of the church. 

Whenever we rest our pen, it must always be with the awareness that we have not concluded the story, 
but merely left off in the middle for the time being.  The story goes on.   

Luke stopped writing, but he did not conclude the story of the church.  The book is open-ended.  It looks 
to the future.  There is more to come. The book of Acts does not end with chapter 28.  It stops just before the 
beginning of chapter 29.  (It leaves you with that kind of feeling.)  This is not the end of the story.  The story goes 
on.  So here’s the point.  This is a one-point message, and here it is:   

 
The unfinished book of Acts reminds us that the church exists today where the church has always existed: 

standing at the edge of history,  
with the future blowing wildly in our faces,  

and the Spirit pushing relentlessly at our backs,  
…because, Christians of the 21st century, there is still another chapter waiting to be written . . . 

and we are being called to write it.  Carry on! 

Moderator’s Corner, continued… 
By Dick Ober, based on his sermon delivered on Pentecost Sunday 

New Welcome Bench 
 

Eleanor Giusti has given the new bench located by 
the Sanctuary door in memory of her son who passed 
away a few years ago. We are thankful, and think 
that it is the perfect means to convey our church’s 
open and affirming message of welcome to all. As we 
love to say, “No matter who you are, or where you 
are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Service for Oscar Llamera 
May 30, 2015 

Memorial Service for Oscar Llamera 
May 30, 2015 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELK GROVE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

An Open and Affirming Congregation of the 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
9624 Melrose Avenue, Elk Grove, CA  95624 

www.elkgroveucc.org 

Office phone: (916) 685-4825 and e-mail: egccucc@yahoo.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 a .m. – 1:00 p.m., Tuesday-Friday (please call ahead, just in case) 

http://www.elkgroveucc.org/
mailto:egccucc@yahoo.com

