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Editor’s Note: This article first appeared as one of Allen’s regular 
contributions to the United Church Of Christ web-log called "New Sacred" 
on October 1, 2015, and refers to the September 30 execution of Georgia 
inmate Kelly Gissendaner – (*see more details in box at right) 

 
Because you believe in redemption, you will attend a 

church service at some point this year. You will eat and 
drink the body and blood of an executed criminal, a criminal 
whose message was forgiveness and reconciliation. 

Because you believe in redemption, you will read 
from the New Testament, a collection of texts whose major 
author self-identified as the “worst of sinners.” Though he 
plotted the murder of innocents, his story will echo down to 
you across the millennia as a flesh-and-blood testament to 
the transformative power of forgiveness. You will call his 
pen inspired. 

Because you believe in redemption, you will bow 
your head in prayer and mouth the words which ask God to 
forgive you your sins, even as you forgive others. 

You believe in redemption, because you are a 
Georgian, the vast majority of whom identify as Christians. 

You eat, drink, read, pray, and sing of redemption. 
But yesterday you didn’t. 

Because yesterday you executed Kelly Gissendaner, 
the worst of sinners. 
 
Allen O’Brien is currently serving as the Licensed UCC 
minister of Elk Grove Congregational Church and navigating 
the discernment process. He believes in the power of 
education, listening, and eggs for breakfast. Find out more 
about him and his online team at http://anirenicon.com or 
follow him on Twitter. Twitter: @AllenOB 
 

*Kelly Gissendaner's story was 
one of unusual redemption and 
transformation. 
 
Convicted for her part in 
planning the 1997 murder of her 
husband, Doug Gissendaner, 
Kelly transformed during her 
time in prison. She accepted full 
responsibility for her crime and 
became a powerful voice for 
good. While incarcerated, she 
was a pastoral presence to 
many, teaching, preaching, and 
living a life of purpose. Kelly was 
a living testament to the 
possibility of change and the 
power of hope. She was an 
extraordinary example of the 
rehabilitation that the 
corrections system aims to 
produce. But Governor Nathan 
Deal's Board of Pardons and 
Paroles refused to commute 
Kelly’s sentence from death to 
life in prison without parole, 
and she was executed on 
September 30, 2015. 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We want to compile a 
list of people who are willing to 
drive other members on 
Sunday mornings in the event 
that they need a ride. 

If you are interested in 
becoming an available driver, 
please tell Allen, and make 
sure he has your current phone 
number, email, etc. Allen’s goal 
is to create a call list and 
schedule needed rides the 
week before any given service; 
the larger the pool of drivers 
we have, the less frequently 
any one driver would be called. 

Each one of us is an 
important part our church and 
we want to do what we can to 
be together! Thank you for 
considering this ministry. 

 

Drivers Needed 
Kids & Youth Night Out 

Friday, October 30th from 5:30 - 8:00 PM  
 

 

A FUN Halloween themed evening for kids & youth (toddler thru 12th grade). 

 Costume Contest 

 Pumpkin Carving / Painting 

 Halloween Games / Activities 

 Candy and Treats 

 

Dinner & Treats provided! 
After dinner the youth (6th to 12th grade) will have a 

separate program from the kids. 

RSVP Required 
See Steven Hurley to sign-up  

$5 per child donation is requested but not required.  
 

 

Birthdays -  
Jamie Ross on Oct. 14th, Betty Wilson on Oct. 15th, Rick Owens on Oct. 30th, 
Luke Strom on Nov. 1st,  Alissa Strom on Nov. 2nd, Glenda Feraud on Nov. 
15th, Mary Wenger on Nov. 20th, and Mary Lou Ober on Nov. 21st. 
 
Anniversary Congratulations to - 
Glenda & John Feraud on October 13th 
Pamela White & Jamie Ross on November 16th 
 

Celebrations in October and November 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

  

Allen O’Brien is Licensed To 
EGCC By The NCNC 

By Roger Tinsman, Co-Moderator 

2016 Pledge Drive Results 
The Stewardship Committee dedicated 4 weeks in September and October as our 

2016 Pledge Drive Month. Pledge Cards were passed out on Sundays and/or mailed 
shortly after. 

The results are in, and we received 20 pledges from families or individuals promising 
their support in 3 areas; Finance, Time & Talents, and Prayer.  

From the Finance perspective we received pledges totaling $48,500! These financial 
pledges will help us in determining our budget for 2015.   

Pledges of time and talent will let us know which committees or ministries can be 
strengthened in the New Year.  And knowing you pledge to pray will help to sustain us 
through good or tough times.  

Remember that a pledge is a personal commitment to our church. If at any point 
you feel you cannot keep that commitment, you only need to tell the Financial Secretary 
of the change. Coincidentally this same person (Rob Champion) is the only person who 
ever sees the amount of your financial pledge! Since the Stewardship committee doesn’t 
want anyone to fall through the cracks, in the month ahead we will follow up with 
members who did not turn in a pledge card, to be sure that their wishes are not missed. 
Thank you all!         The Stewardship Committee 

On Friday, September 18, 2015, The 
Committee on Ministry, Section A, of the 
Northern California Nevada Conference of 
the United Church of Christ (COM-A), 
granted a License for Mr. Allen O’Brien to 
perform ministerial services as outlined in 
our church’s letter of request. The License 
became effective on September 18, 2015, 
and runs through Dec. 31. While there are 
of course limits set by the committee, the 
licensing can be renewed on January 1, 
2016, and on a yearly basis after that. 
With this step, Allen can administer 
communion, baptize and perform 
weddings and funerals in our church. 



  

Preschool enjoys melon 
from the garden! 

I think I’ve even heard it asked here.  I know I’ve heard it in a number of other places over the 
years.  “Why do we give away money when we need every dollar we get to keep our own doors open?”  
The answer is because we are a church, and that’s what churches do.  

I wish I could remember who said this:  “The church exists by mission as fire exists by burning.”  
If we are not reaching out to touch the lives of others, to help others, to make a difference in other 
people’s lives, to introduce others to the life-changing power of God, then what is the purpose of 
keeping our own doors open? 

So we give money and food donations to the Elk Grove Food Bank to help others.  We maintain a 
compassion fund so we can respond to people who show up at our door in need.  We have an item in 
our church budget for Our Church’s Wider Mission that supports the work of the United Church of 
Christ in the Northern California Nevada Conference and around the world.  The amount this year is 
$1,000, which we send in monthly installments.  We take special offerings for specific needs through 
the year.   

Our most recent special offering was for the UCC Open and Affirming Coalition.  Several years 
ago we declared ourselves to be an Open and Affirming Congregation.  The coalition provided helpful 
materials as we were going through the decision-making process.  It is not a requirement that we 
support the Coalition, but we want to.  That was demonstrated by the amount of the recent offering.  
When the budget was drawn up for this year, an item for $50 was put in to guarantee that we could 
give that much, in case the offering wasn’t that big.  (Oh, we of little faith.)  The offering totaled $255! 

We want to help others learn what it means to be open and affirming.  And there is still great 
need for that.  We may think of the UCC as an Open and Affirming denomination, yet—as was pointed 
out in the thank-you letter we received from the coalition—75% of UCC congregations have not 
adopted Open and Affirming covenants.  LGBT and questioning youth are growing up in those churches.  
They and others in the communities of those churches are looking for a safe place to make their 
spiritual home.  We reach out to them. 

There are so many needs in the world.  There is so much we want to do.  There is a fire burning.  
It is the fire of mission.  We give because we are a church, and that’s what churches do. 

Moderator’s Corner 
By Dick Ober, Co-Moderator 

Winning Appetizer 
Judy Bello won the Best Appetizer prize from a field of worthy 
contenders at the Stewardship Month Pledge Drive Party on October 
4th. She has graciously offered to part with the recipe!  

 
Party Rounds 
8 oz. grated cheddar cheese 
1 small can of chopped ripe olives 
1/2 bunch green onions, chopped 
Mayo 
Loaf of party rye bread, round or square   
(or sourdough baguette) 
Mix first 3 ingredients with enough mayonnaise to 
moisten and hold together.  Spread on party rounds. 
Put under broiler (3 -5 min) until bubbly & slightly golden. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Were you aware that there is a 
person in our congregation who 
sweeps and mops the fellowship 
hall each week?  If needed, this 
person also cleans the fellowship 
hall bathroom.  Did you know 
that this person tends to the 
grounds, such as weeding and 
mowing?  This same person 
comes to church very early on 
most Sundays to turn on the air-
conditioning and sweep the front 
walk and then goes home to get 
ready for church. Recently this 
person has also helped putting 
out and collecting our a-frame 
signs from Elk Grove and Elk 
Grove-Florin Roads. This person 
has served on two committees in 
2015 and attends most church 
council meetings.  Have you’ve 
figured out who this giving 
person is?  If not, then one final 
clue is that this person is also an 
honored US Veteran. If you know 
who this person is, please take 
the time to personally offer a big 
“Thank You!”.  If you are not 
sure who this person is, please 
ask around so that you can find 
out. 

The votes have been tallied, and these are 
the winners! For three weeks everyone 
who attended services had the chance to 
vote for their favorite old hymns. Thanks 
to everyone who participated, 21 ballots 
were submitted. The number after the 
title is the number of votes received. We’ll 
sing one of these each week as we make 
our way through the list. No other hymns 
received more than two votes.  
 

Amazing Grace 15 
How Great Thou Art 15 
Holy, Holy, Holy 12 
Blessed Be The Tie That Binds 10 
What A Friend We Have In Jesus 9 
The Old Rugged Cross 9  
Rock Of Ages 8 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 7 
It Is Well With My Soul 6 
Be Thou My Vision 6 
Leaning On The Everlasting Arms 6 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness 5 
All Creatures Of Our God And King 5 
Softly And Tenderly 5 
Blessed Assurance 4 
All Hail The Power Of Jesus Name 4 
All Things Bright And Beautiful 4 
Abide With Me 4 
In The Garden 3 
To God Be The Glory 3 
Nearer My God To Thee 3 

Our Top 21 Old Favorite Hymns 
Tallied by Roger Tinsman 

based on our congregation’s votes 
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Fellowship celebrating a successful Stewardship Month 
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